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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 2nd, 2018 at 9.30 am
_________________________________________________________________________________

PRELUDE
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 341
GATHERING

Aria (James Biery)
God of Mercy, God of Grace (Tune: Dix 160)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify
your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Silence is kept.
Blessed are you, O Lord and Lover, source of beauty and depth of
passion. Strengthen and inspire us to do the word we hear and live
the faith we confess, through Jesus, our Saviour and Friend. Amen.

THE FIRST READING
The voice of my beloved!
Look, he comes,
leaping upon the mountains,
bounding over the hills.
My beloved is like a gazelle
or a young stag.
Look, there he stands
behind our wall,
gazing in at the windows,
looking through the lattice.
My beloved speaks and says to me:
‘Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away;
for now the winter is past,
the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtle-dove
is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its figs,
and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 45:7-10

Your Divine Presence endures forever
and ever.
Your sovereign edict is ordained
with justice;
your love is unconditional,
without reserve.
Therefore, O Creator, O Heart of Love,
anoint us with
the oil of gladness to share

Song of Solomon 2:8-13

with all;
your raiment is as fragrant blossoms,
fruit of the earth,
healing herbs from nature’s bounty.
From every direction stringed instruments
will gladden our hearts;
our friends will be mature and kind,
filled with integrity,
standing beside us in times of need.

THE SECOND READING

James 1:17-27

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In
fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.
You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak,
slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with
meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any
are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a
mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going
away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget
but doers who act, they will be blessed in their doing.
If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,
their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by
the world.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN 439

Blest Are the Pure in Heart

THE GOSPEL

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem
gathered around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled
hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and
they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So
the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not live according to
the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?’ He said to them, ‘Isaiah
prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, “This people honours me with
their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human
precepts as doctrines.” You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human
tradition.’
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the
things that come out are what defile.’ For it is from within, from the human heart, that
evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and
they defile a person.’
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY
HYMN 44
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

I Believe in God Almighty

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY HYMN 469

Sing Praises Old and New

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Merciful God, receive all we offer you this day. Give us grace to love
one another that your love may be made perfect in us. We ask this
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you
created all things. You formed us in your own image: male and
female you created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you
did not cease to care for us, but opened a path of salvation for all
people. You made a covenant with Israel, and through your servants
Abraham and Sarah gave the promise of a blessing to all nations.
Through Moses you led your people from bondage into freedom;
through the prophets you renewed your promise of salvation.
Therefore, with them, and with all your saints who have served you
in every age, we give thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the
glory of your name.

Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you
praise. In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us
to you, the God and Creator of all.
He healed the sick and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners; he
opened the eyes of the blind and proclaimed the good news of
your kingdom to the poor and to those in need. In all things, he
fulfilled your gracious will.
On the night he freely gave himself to death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power of sin and
death; by raising him to life you give us life for evermore. Therefore,
we proclaim our hope.
Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for his
coming again in glory, we offer you, gracious God, this bread and
this cup. Send your Holy Spirit upon us  and upon these gifts, that
all who eat and drink at this table may be one body and one holy
people, a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through Christ,
with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is
yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Silence is kept.

“I am the bread which has come down from heaven,” says the Lord.
Give us this bread for ever.
“I am the vine, you are the branches.”
May we dwell in him, as he lives in us.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
Please request a gluten-free wafer if required or a blessing if desired.

THE COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Silence is kept.
All your works praise you, O Lord.
And your faithful servants bless you.
Gracious God we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of
your Son Jesus Christ. May we, who share his body, live his risen life;
we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; we, whom the Spirit lights,
give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before
us, so that we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth
live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
May Christ’s holy, healing, enabling Spirit be with you every step of the way,
and be your guide as your road changes and turns; and may the blessing of
God our Creator,  Redeemer and Giver of life be with you always. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN 397
DISMISSAL

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Toccata (James Biery)
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