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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
January 6th, 2019 at 10.15 am 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRELUDE Soliloquy (Robert Cundick) 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 160 As With Gladness   

THE GATHERING 
Grace and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ,  
be with you. 
And also with you. 

In the darkness before creation, you made all that lives and breathes. 
In the darkness of Mary’s womb, you formed Jesus, bringer of light. 
In the darkness of our world, your spirit sustains us. 
O God, you are with us in darkness and in light. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Silence is kept.  

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: guide 
and sustain us, so that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



THE FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise 
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and 
kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 
shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 
wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the 
young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 

 
Give the king your justice, O God,  
and your righteousness to the king’s son;  
That he may rule your people righteously  
and the poor with justice;  
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  
and the little hills bring righteousness.  

He shall defend the needy among the people;  
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.  
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,  
from one generation to another.  

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,  
like showers that water the earth.  
In his time shall the righteous flourish;  
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,  
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.  
All kings shall bow down before him,  
and all the nations do him service.  
For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress,  
and the oppressed who has no helper.  

He shall have pity on the lowly and poor;  



he shall preserve the lives of the needy.  
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,  
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

THE SECOND READING Ephesians 3:1-12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles 
– for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given 
me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 
above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding 
of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers 
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a 
servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his 
power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to 
bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone 
see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so 
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with 
the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have 
access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 158 Earth Has Many a Noble City 

THE GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 



that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, 
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
God is love and we are God’s children.  
There is no room for fear in love.  
We love because he loved us first.  
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.  
Silence is kept.  

God our Creator,  
we confess to you and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ,  
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do.  
We are truly sorry.  
Forgive us our sins, and deliver us from the power of evil.  
For the sake of your Son who died for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

God, who is both power and love, forgive you  and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life  
in Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 159 Brightest and Best 



THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Gracious God, accept the offering of your Church, the hearts of your people 
joined in praise and thanksgiving, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Worship and praise belong to you, God our creator, in every place and at 
all times. You made us, all the people of the world, and everything that is. 

You give us the daylight. Your Word lights up our minds. Jesus was born 
among us to be light in our darkness. 

Your Spirit lives in us so that we can look at the world with your eyes. 

One day we will be with you in heaven, but already we laugh with the 
saints and angels, and sing their joyful song: 

 

 

 

 

 



Loving God, you never forget us or turn away from us, even when we fail 
you. You sent your Son Jesus who gave his life for us. 

He healed those who were sick, cared for those who were poor, and cried 
with those who were sad. He forgave sinners and taught us to forgive. 

For all your love we give you thanks in the way that Jesus showed us. 

On the night before he died, while he was having supper with his friends, 
he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to 
them, saying: “Take, eat. This is my body: it is broken for you.” 

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them 
saying: “Drink this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant; it is 
poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

So, as we do what Jesus told us, we open our hearts to him; we remember 
how he died and rose again to live now in us.  

Together with him we offer you these gifts: in them we give you ourselves. 

Send your Holy Spirit on us  and on this bread and this wine, that they 
may be the body and the blood of Christ, and that, sharing your life, we 
may travel in your company to our journey’s end. 

With all your people we give you thanks and praise through the Son and 
in the Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 

 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Silence is kept. 

The living bread is broken for the life of the world.  
Lord, unite us in this sign. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

COMMUNION The Star Proclaims the King is Here (Flor Peeters) 
Please request a gluten-free wafer if required or a blessing if desired. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Silence is kept.  

God of all the nations of the earth, guide us with your light. Help us to 
recognize Christ as he comes to us in this eucharist and in our neighbours. 
May we welcome him with love, for he is Lord now and for ever. Amen. 

Loving God, 
your steadfast purpose is the completion of all things in your Son.  
May we who have received the pledges of the kingdom,  
live by faith, walk in hope and be renewed in love,  
until the world reflects your glory and you are all in all;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 
Christ the Son of God gladden your hearts with the good news of his 
kingdom; and the blessing of God,  Creator, Son, and Spirit bless you this 
day and always. Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 148 See Amid the Winter’s Snow 

DISMISSAL    

Go forth in the light of Christ! 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Fanfare (Jacques Lemmens) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Presider The Reverend Canon Beth Bretzlaff 
Preacher The Right Reverend Dennis Drainville 
Deacon The Reverend Dr Caroline Ducros 
Organist Dr Gordon Johnston 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Liturgy: Scottish Liturgy 1982 © The Scottish Episcopal Church, published by the General Synod Office of the Scottish Episcopal Church. 
Collect: Common Worship Additional Collects (2004) alt. Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, © 
1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Psalm: 
©2001 Gordon Johnston. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

ST JOHN’S CONTACT INFO 
The Reverend Canon Beth Bretzlaff, Rector 

beth@stjohnsottawa.ca  
The Reverend Dr Caroline Ducros, Deacon 

caroline@stjohnsottawa.ca 
BGen (ret’d) The Venerable John Fletcher, 

The Reverend Canon Dr Gary Hauch & The Reverend Michael Hicks, 
Honourary Assistants 

Dr Gordon Johnston, Organist 
gordon@stjohnsottawa.ca  

Laura Macdonald, Church Administrator 
laura@stjohnsottawa.ca  

154 Somerset Street West 
Ottawa, ON, Canada, K2P 0H8 

Monday to Friday, 9 am to 1 pm 
(613) 232-4500   www.stjohnsottawa.ca 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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