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PRELUDE Prelude on Slane (Healey Willan) 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 330 O Praise Ye the Lord 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
And also with you. 

Dear friends, we gather this morning on the traditional territory  
of the Algonquin Nation, and we recognize the continuing presence  
of First Nations, Métis and Inuit in this region. 
May we dwell on this land with respect and peace. 

Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets  
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Silence is kept.  

Almighty God, you search us and know us: may we rely on you in strength 
and rest on you in weakness, now and in all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  



THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 18:1-11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, go down to the potter’s house, 
and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and there 
he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the 
potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. Then 
the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this 
potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my 
hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a 
kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, 
concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the 
disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my 
sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had 
intended to do to it.  

Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says 
the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. 
Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 139:1-5, 12-17 

 
Lord, you have searched me out and known me;  
you know my sitting down and my rising up;  
you discern my thoughts from afar.  
You trace my journeys and my resting-places  
and are acquainted with all my ways.  
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

You press upon me behind and before and lay your hand upon me.  
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

For you yourself created my inmost parts;  
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
I will thank you because I am marvellously made;  
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

My body was not hidden from you, 
while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.  
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;  



all of them were written in your book;  
they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 

How deep I find your thoughts, O God!  
how great is the sum of them!  
If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;  
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  

THE SECOND READING Philemon 1:1-21 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend 
and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church 
in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your 
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of 
your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for 
Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. For this reason, 
though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather 
appeal to you on the basis of love – and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as 
a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 
have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is 
indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to 
you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place 
during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might 
have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother – 
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. So if you 
consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged 
you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing 
this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your 
own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart 
in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do 
more than I say.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 560 God, Whose Almighty Word 

 

 

 



THE GOSPEL Luke 14:25-33 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now large crowds were travelling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, 
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not 
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to 
build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 
enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will 
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one 
who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is 
still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none 
of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”  

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 

ANTHEM  Psalm 150 (César Franck) 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;  
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table. Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness.  
Silence is kept.  

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 505 Be Thou My Vision 

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Great and holy God, accept our offering of labour and love. May we bring you true and 
spiritual worship and be one with you. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 

Holy God, Lover of creation, we give you thanks and praise for in the ocean of your 
steadfast love you bear us and place the song of your Spirit in our hearts.  

When we turn from your love and defile the earth, you do not abandon us. 
Your Spirit speaks through Huldah and Micah, through prophets, sages, and saints in 
every age, to confront our sin and reveal the vision of your new creation. Joining in the 
song of the universe we proclaim your glory: 

 
 
 



Gracious God, in the fullness of time you sent Jesus the Christ to share our fragile 
humanity. Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection you open the path from 
brokenness to health, from fear to trust, from pride and conceit 
to reverence for you.  

Rejected by a world that could not bear the Gospel of life, Jesus knew death was near. 
His head anointed for burial by an unknown woman, Jesus gathered together those 
who loved him. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it and gave it to his friends, 
saying, “Take and eat: 
this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave you thanks, and said “Drink this all of 
you, this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

And now we gather at this table in response to his commandment, to share the bread 
and cup of Christ’s undying love, and to proclaim our faith.  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Breathe your Holy Spirit,  the wisdom of the universe, upon these gifts that we bring 
to you: this bread, this cup, ourselves, our souls and bodies, that we may be signs of 
your love for all the world and ministers of your transforming purpose. Through Christ, 
with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, Creator of all, 
and we bless your holy name for ever. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Silence is kept. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.  

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE COMMUNION When the Stars Fall (Stephen Hatfield) 
Please request a gluten-free wafer if required or a blessing if desired. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Silence is kept.  

Creator, your word and sacrament give us food and life. May we who have shared in 
holy things bear fruit to your honour and glory, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 

Glory to God, 
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask  
or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church  
and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of 
God,  Creator, Son, and Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

RECESSIONAL HYMN 602 Lift High the Cross 

DISMISSAL    

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Finale from Miniature Suite (Healey Willan) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Presider & Preacher The Reverend Canon Beth Bretzlaff 
Deacon The Reverend Dr Caroline Ducros 
Organist Dr Gordon Johnston 
Flowers Given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for Beth’s                       
  ministry at St John's.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Liturgy: The Book of Alternative Services © 1985 and Supplementary Eucharistic Prayer #1 © 2001 by the General Synod of the Anglican 
Church of Canada. Collect: Common Worship: Additional Collects (2004). Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV) 
Anglicized Edition, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Psalm Music: ©2001 Gordon Johnston. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
To find out what is happening in the parish, please see This Week at St John’s (TWSJ) on our website 
(www.stjohnsottawa.ca) or pick up a hard copy on the table at the Elgin Street entrance. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ST JOHN’S CONTACT INFO 
The Reverend Canon Beth Bretzlaff, Rector 

beth@stjohnsottawa.ca  
The Reverend Dr Caroline Ducros, Deacon 

caroline@stjohnsottawa.ca 
The Right Reverend Dennis Drainville, Bishop in Residence 

dennis@stjohnsottawa.ca  
BGen (ret’d) The Venerable John Fletcher & The Reverend Canon Dr Gary Hauch, 

Honourary Assistants 
The Reverend Michael Hicks, Honourary Assistant Emeritus 

Dr Gordon Johnston, Organist & Choirmaster 
gordon@stjohnsottawa.ca  

Laura Macdonald, Church Administrator 
laura@stjohnsottawa.ca  

154 Somerset Street West, Ottawa, ON, Canada, K2P 0H8 
Monday to Friday, 9 am to 1 pm   (613) 232-4500   www.stjohnsottawa.ca 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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