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_________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRELUDE Morning Aria (Rulon Christiansen) 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 344 From All that Dwell Below the Skies  

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
Dear friends, we gather this morning on the traditional territory of the 
Algonquin Nation, and we recognize the continuing presence of  
First Nations, Métis and Inuit in this region. 
May we dwell on this land with respect and peace. 

Here let heaven and earth embrace; 
here may God’s people find home. 

THE COLLECT 
Let us pray.  
Silence is kept.  

O God the creator of all, at his baptism you proclaimed Jesus your beloved 
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make us faithful to our calling to be 
your daughters and sons, and empower us with your Spirit, through Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I 
have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He 



will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed 
he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will 
faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the 
people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called 
you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have 
given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the 
eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the 
prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I 
give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to 
pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of 
them. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 29 

 
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendour. 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes 
the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe, and strips the forests bare. 
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, "Glory!" 



The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore. 
The Lord shall give strength to his people; 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

THE SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43 

Peter began to speak to the Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ - he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name." 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 164 What King Would Wade 

THE GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and  
do you come to me?" But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is 
proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness." Then he consented. And 
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 



the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 
ANTHEM  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies (Jack Noble White) 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe in God, 
in whom is power and compassion. 

We believe in the Creator who gave birth to the universe,  
set solar systems dancing into space, shaped molecules and mountains,  
and conceived beauty beyond our imagining. 
God’s power topples tyrants, and brings down walls of separation; 
God’s love embodies the tenderness of a mother and father,  
encouraging and caring for each one of us. 

We believe in Jesus, born in obscurity in an occupied land; 
a human being, vulnerable to hunger, thirst, persecution and grief. 
He understood the power of love and confronted the powers of evil, 
spoke the truth with courage and clarity,  
forgave his enemies and changed lives. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit who sustains, comforts and empowers us, 
opens the scriptures, opens our minds, and illuminates earth’s 
darkness. 
Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE PEACE 

Peace be with you. 
And also with you. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 106 There’s A Voice in the Wilderness 

 



THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
God of life and freedom, we celebrate the revelation of Jesus as the Christ 
who makes all creation new. Accept all we offer you this day and make us 
new in him, who is Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 

Let us give thanks to our Creator. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

We love you, Holy God. We love you for the feast that is life: friendships and 
laughter, intimacy and trust, moments of discovering deep truth, hidden 
potentials we never knew we had, and beauty – serene beauty and rugged 
beauty, the world you have crafted and the words, the sounds, the colours 
with which people reflect and explore life. 

We love you, holy God, for not leaving us alone, because in Jesus you 
became tangible: hands touched him, tears touched him, generosity 
touched him. And he has touched us. That is why we are here.  

That is why across time and eternity we sing because we cannot keep silent: 

 
 



 

God, we have been gathered by you, caught in your net, summoned to your 
table.  

It was on a night when old, familiar stories were retold, that Jesus and his 
friends engaged in the sacred meal which Jews call Passover.  

During that meal, rich in food and in memory, Jesus took a piece of bread. 
After he had blessed it, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body. It is given for 
you. Do this to remember me.’ 

Later in the meal, he took a cup of wine, and having given thanks over it, he 
gave it to his disciples with the words, ‘In this cup is the new relationship 
with God made possible because of my death. Drink it, all of you, to 
remember me.’ 

As we open ourselves to your generous hospitality, God, let your Spirit 
move among us  and be present in the food we share so that this bread 
and wine become for us the living presence of Jesus. 

Open our eyes to see him, our ears to hear him, our hands to hold him, 
our hearts to receive him, our souls to cherish him. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 

 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Silence is kept. 

As Jesus broke bread, 
we break this bread. 

As Jesus took wine, 
we take this cup. 

As his first disciples shared communion in an upstairs room, 
we share these gifts and feed on them in our hearts with love and 
gratitude. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE COMMUNION Antiphon for the Baptism of the Lord  
 (Gordon Johnston) 
Please request a gluten-free wafer if required or a blessing if desired. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Silence is kept.  

Gracious God, lover of all, by this sacrament you make us one family in 
Christ your Son, one in the sharing of his body and blood, one in the 
communion of his Spirit. Help us to grow in love for one another and come 
to the full maturity of the Body of Christ. We ask this in his name. Amen. 

Generous God, 
in our world some hunger for food, and others for meaning;  
you have blessed this place and time, where we have been fed in many 
ways; bless us now, as we go on – sharing food for the journey,  
finding companions on the way. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BLESSING 
Now go from here – may the Creator go with you, Christ companion you, 
the Spirit enliven you, and the Trinity bless you,  so that you may know 
God’s presence today and every day. Amen.  



RECESSIONAL HYMN 397 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

DISMISSAL    

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Toccata in Seven (John Rutter) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Presider The Reverend Canon Beth Bretzlaff 
Preacher The Right Reverend Dennis Drainville 
Deacon The Reverend Dr Caroline Ducros 
Organist & Choirmaster Dr Gordon Johnston 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Collect: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt. Prayers of the Day: The Book of Alternative Services © 1985 by the General Synod of the Anglican 
Church of Canada. Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Psalm Music by Gordon Johnston © 2011. Eucharistic Liturgy: Iona Abbey 
Worship Book © 2016 The Iona Community, published by Wild Goose Publications (Permission for use given by the Bishop of Ottawa, January 2019). 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
To find out what is happening in the parish, please see This Week at St John’s (TWSJ) on our website 
(www.stjohnsottawa.ca) or pick up a hard copy on the table at the Elgin Street entrance. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

ST JOHN’S CONTACT INFO 
The Reverend Canon Beth Bretzlaff, Rector 

beth@stjohnsottawa.ca  
The Reverend Dr Caroline Ducros, Deacon 

caroline@stjohnsottawa.ca 
The Right Reverend Dennis Drainville, Bishop in Residence 

dennis@stjohnsottawa.ca  
BGen (ret’d) The Venerable John Fletcher & The Reverend Canon Dr Gary Hauch, 

Honourary Assistants 
The Reverend Michael Hicks, Honourary Assistant Emeritus 

Dr Gordon Johnston, Organist & Choirmaster 
gordon@stjohnsottawa.ca  

Laura Macdonald, Church Administrator 
laura@stjohnsottawa.ca  

154 Somerset Street West, Ottawa, ON, Canada, K2P 0H8 
Monday to Friday, 9 am to 1 pm   (613) 232-4500   www.stjohnsottawa.ca 
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