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____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRELUDE The King of Love My Shepherd Is (Healey Willan) 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 310 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above  

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
Dear friends, we gather this morning on the traditional territory of the Algonquin 
Nation, and we recognize the continuing presence of  
First Nations, Métis and Inuit in this region. 
May we dwell on this land with respect and peace. 

Here let heaven and earth embrace; 
here may God’s people find home. 

THE COLLECT 
Let us pray.  
Silence is kept.  

Redeemer of Israel,  you called us from before our birth to follow in your ways: meet us 
in our searching and turn our eyes and hearts to the one who gives his life for the 
world; through Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.  Amen. 

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 49:1-7 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called 
me before I was born, while I was in my mother's womb he named me. He made my 
mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished 
arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, "You are my servant, Israel, in 



whom I will be glorified." But I said, "I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength 
for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my 
God." And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring 
Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honoured in the 
sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength he says, "It is too light a thing 
that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the 
survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach 
to the end of the earth." Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, "Kings shall see 
and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is 
faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you." 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 40 1-12 

 
I waited patiently upon the Lord;  
he stooped to me and heard my cry. 
He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay;  
he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord. 
Happy are they who trust in the Lord!  
they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 

Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God! 
how great your wonders and your plans for us!  
there is none who can be compared with you. 
Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! 
but they are more than I can count. 

In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure 
you have given me ears to hear you; 
burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required,  
and so I said, “Behold, I come. 

In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: 
‘I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart.’” 
I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; 
behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O Lord, you know. 

 



Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;  
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; 
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation. 
You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me; 
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever. 

THE SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind just as the testimony of Christ 
has been strengthened among you so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; 
by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 445 God the Creator 

THE GOSPEL John 1:29-42 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The next day John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, 'After me 
comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.' I myself did not 
know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to 
Israel." And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the 
Son of God." The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he 
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them 
following, he said to them, "What are you looking for?" They said to him, "Rabbi" 
(which translated means Teacher), "where are you staying?" He said to them, "Come  



and see." They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that 
day. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his brother Simon 
and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated Anointed). He 
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You 
are to be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter). 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 

ANTHEM  Cantique de Jean Racine (Gabriel Fauré) 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe in God, 
in whom is power and compassion. 

We believe in the Creator who gave birth to the universe,  
set solar systems dancing into space, shaped molecules and mountains,  
and conceived beauty beyond our imagining. 
God’s power topples tyrants, and brings down walls of separation; 
God’s love embodies the tenderness of a mother and father,  
encouraging and caring for each one of us. 

We believe in Jesus, born in obscurity in an occupied land; 
a human being, vulnerable to hunger, thirst, persecution and grief. 
He understood the power of love and confronted the powers of evil, 
spoke the truth with courage and clarity,  
forgave his enemies and changed lives. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit who sustains, comforts and empowers us, 
opens the scriptures, opens our minds, and illuminates earth’s darkness. 
Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PEACE 

Peace be with you. 
And also with you. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 508 I Heard the Voice of Jesus 

 

 



THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Living God, you have revealed your Son as the Messiah. May we hear his word and 
follow it, and live as children of light. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 

Let us give thanks to our Creator. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

We love you, Holy God. We love you for the feast that is life: friendships and laughter, 
intimacy and trust, moments of discovering deep truth, hidden potentials we never 
knew we had, and beauty – serene beauty and rugged beauty, the world you have 
crafted and the words, the sounds, the colours with which people reflect and explore 
life. 

We love you, holy God, for not leaving us alone, because in Jesus you became tangible: 
hands touched him, tears touched him, generosity touched him. And he has touched 
us. That is why we are here.  

That is why across time and eternity we sing because we cannot keep silent: 

 
 

 

 

 

 



God, we have been gathered by you, caught in your net, summoned to your table.  

It was on a night when old, familiar stories were retold, that Jesus and his friends 
engaged in the sacred meal which Jews call Passover.  

During that meal, rich in food and in memory, Jesus took a piece of bread. After he had 
blessed it, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body. It is given for you. Do this to 
remember me.’ 

Later in the meal, he took a cup of wine, and having given thanks over it, he gave it to 
his disciples with the words, ‘In this cup is the new relationship with God made possible 
because of my death. Drink it, all of you, to remember me.’ 

As we open ourselves to your generous hospitality, God, let your Spirit move among us 
 and be present in the food we share so that this bread and wine become for us the 
living presence of Jesus. 

Open our eyes to see him, our ears to hear him, our hands to hold him, our hearts to 
receive him, our souls to cherish him. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 

 
 

 

 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Silence is kept. 

As Jesus broke bread, 
we break this bread. 

As Jesus took wine, 
we take this cup. 

As his first disciples shared communion in an upstairs room, 
we share these gifts and feed on them in our hearts with love and gratitude. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE COMMUNION Notre Père (Maurice Duruflé) 
Please request a gluten-free wafer if required or a blessing if desired. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.   
Silence is kept.  

God of glory, you nourish us with bread from heaven. Fill us with your Holy Spirit, that 
through us your light may shine in all the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Generous God, 
in our world some hunger for food, and others for meaning;  
you have blessed this place and time, where we have been fed in many ways; 
bless us now, as we go on – sharing food for the journey,  
finding companions on the way. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
Now go from here – may the Creator go with you, Christ companion you, the Spirit 
enliven you, and the Trinity bless you,  so that you may know God’s presence today 
and every day. Amen.  
RECESSIONAL HYMN 425 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

DISMISSAL    

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above (Paul Manz) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Presider & Preacher The Reverend Canon Beth Bretzlaff 
Deacon The Reverend Dr Caroline Ducros 
Organist & Choirmaster Dr Gordon Johnston 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Collect: Prayers for an Inclusive Church (2009) alt.. Prayers of the Day: The Book of Alternative Services © 1985 by the General Synod of 
the Anglican Church of Canada. Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, © 1989, 1995, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Psalm Music by Gordon Johnston 
© 2011. Eucharistic Liturgy: Iona Abbey Worship Book © 2016 The Iona Community, published by Wild Goose Publications (Permission 
for use given by the Bishop of Ottawa, January 2019). 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
To find out what is happening in the parish, please see This Week at St John’s (TWSJ) on our website 
(www.stjohnsottawa.ca) or pick up a hard copy on the table at the Elgin Street entrance. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ST JOHN’S CONTACT INFO 
The Reverend Canon Beth Bretzlaff, Rector 

beth@stjohnsottawa.ca  
The Reverend Dr Caroline Ducros, Deacon 

caroline@stjohnsottawa.ca 
The Right Reverend Dennis Drainville, Bishop in Residence 

dennis@stjohnsottawa.ca  
BGen (ret’d) The Venerable John Fletcher & The Reverend Canon Dr Gary Hauch, 

Honourary Assistants 
The Reverend Michael Hicks, Honourary Assistant Emeritus 

Dr Gordon Johnston, Organist & Choirmaster 
gordon@stjohnsottawa.ca  

Laura Macdonald, Church Administrator 
laura@stjohnsottawa.ca  

154 Somerset Street West, Ottawa, ON, Canada, K2P 0H8 
Monday to Friday, 9 am to 1 pm   (613) 232-4500   www.stjohnsottawa.ca 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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